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	In the last few weeks I have researched into the origins of the Johnson and Massey families and, as a consequence of this research, have come to the conclusion that it would be a worthwhile project to annotate Gershom Perdue’s famous letter. It is to this purpose that I am now writing.


	Before I begin, I would like to thank Rhoda Fone for kindly sending me a transcript of the letter and also Linda Starr for hosting this excellent research group. I might also add, as this is the first time I have written an article for the group, that I apologize in advance for any foolish mistakes or outmoded conclusions I make!








New Martinsburg, Ohio    2/14/78 [1878]





Dear Friend:    (Amy E. Johnson)


	I will endeavor to comply with your request through our kind friend, Daniel Hill, in giving thee some account of thy ancestors, though somewhat out of season for one of my age, being in my eight-eighth (88) year, and my recollection impaired, of course, from which, to a large extent I write.


	I lived nearly the whole of my life immediately among thy family connections and some of them very old, when I was a boy, and much interested in the history of our society.


	The knowledge of the family grew up with me, and has extended to many branches of descent in my days.


	The earliest knowledge I have of thy ancestors is that Anthony Ashley Cooper, Earl of Shaftesbury, Lord High Chancellor of England, and by some writers, Lord Ashley, without the name of Cooper, was born in Winbourn St. Giles, Devonshire, England July 22nd, 1621 and died Jan 1683.


	


	I have consulted the 1959 edition of Burke’s Peerage and it appears that Mr. Perdue was correct regarding the birth and death dates of the Earl of Shaftesbury. To be precise, Anthony Ashley-Cooper died on the 22nd of January, 1683. 


	It is explicitly stated in Burke’s that the Earl had only one legitimate child: Anthony, 2nd Earl of Shaftesbury (1652-1699). Thus, I think it highly likely that any children attributed to him other than Anthony were probably illegitimate.





	The ancient say that his real family name was Benjamin Ashley.  We hear nothing of the name of Cooper in connection with the family in America, only the name of one of the rivers between which and Ashley River, Charleston is situated.  While the name of Benjamin and Ashley are continued to the present day as favorite names.





	This an exceedingly strange paragraph. It is strange that the “ancients” would seemingly have had two different stories about the origin of the Ashleys. The only answer I can think of is that Mr. Perdue really meant “The ancient say that his real family name was Ashley.” The problem with this is that in fact he actually was originally known as Anthony Cooper and took the surname of Ashley in right of his mother, heiress of Sir Anthony Ashley, of Wimborne, St. Giles.


	 


	Lord Ashley was a favorite friend of Charles 2nd, of England, who granted to Lord Clarendon, Lord Ashley, Gerard Monk and others, large parcels of land in Caroline and Virginia.  Ashley's land fell to him in Carolina, where Charleston now is, and in Louisa County, VA.


	Three of Ashley's children, Charles, Lucretia and Penelope, married and moved to America.  Charles settled at Ashley and Cooper Rivers, and laid out the city.  Lucretia and Penelope married two brothers by the name of Massie and settled near Green Spring, near Camp Creek in Louisa, VA.





	I was able to locate the Cooper River on a map of modern-day South Carolina but I was unable to find the Ashley. It is possible that at some point in time the river was renamed.


	There does not seem to be any evidence of Charles Ashley living in South Carolina that I can tell. However, a Charles Ashley appears on the 1704 New Kent Co., VA rent roll renting 100 acres of land. This might be the son of Lord Shaftesbury but I have not found any records of him in Virginia other than the rent roll.


	It appears that there were only two Massies in Virginia at this time who were of age to have married Lucretia and Penelope: Peter and Robert Massie of New Kent Co., VA. I believe that Robert married twice, firstly to one of the Ashley sisters and secondly to Mary Dade (b. 1661) who married secondly the son of Rice Hughes who became a prominent Quaker.


	The marriage of Robert and an Ashley is pure conjecture but proof of his marriage to Mary Dade and their issue can be found in Adventurers of Purse and Person, 1607-25 under the family of Hughes. One of Robert’s children by his second marriage, Dade Massie, moved to Westmoreland Co., VA and raised a large family.


	I have been able to document Peter Massie’s family more definitely. It seems to run thusly:





1. Peter1 Massie. Apparently born prior to 16441. Peter was transported to Virginia in 1665/6 but had probably been living there before1. On October 23, 1690 he patented 855 acres of land in New Kent Co., VA on the north side of the Chickahominy River2. I believe that he probably married Penelope Ashley but I have no proof to that effect. Peter died on December 25, 1719 in St. Peter’s Parish, New Kent Co., VA3.


2.	i. John2 Massie.


3.	ii. Thomas2 Massie.


	iii. Charles2 Massie. d. after November 17, 17434.


	?iv. Penelope2 Massie. m. William Johnston.


	v. James Massie. Mentioned in the Vestry Book of St. Peter’s, December 7, 	17144.





2. John2 Massie. 


	i. Mark3 Massie. bapt. December 7. 1690 in St. Peter’s Parish, New Kent Co., 	VA3.


	ii. Eliza3 Massie. bapt. September 27, 1691 in St. Peter’s Parish, New Kent Co., 	VA3.





3. Thomas2 Massie. Thomas m. Mary Walker on March 23, 1698/9 in St. Peter’s Parish, New Kent Co., VA3. He was a vestryman of the parish from 1708 until his death in 17324.


	i. Mary3 Massie. bapt. April 6, 1705 in St. Peter’s Parish, New Kent Co., VA3.


	ii. Sarah3 Massie. m. John Smith5.


	iii. Peter3 Massie. bapt. April 17, 1700 in St. Peter’s Parish, New Kent Co., VA3.


	iv. Cecilia3 Massie. m. John Darracott and d. 17375.


	v. Elizabeth3 Massie. m. Thomas Pinchback5.


	vi. James3 Massie. b. May 16, 1709 in St. Peter’s Parish, New Kent Co., VA3.


	vii. Agnes3 Massie. d. October 5, 1718 in St. Peter’s Parish, New Kent Co., VA3.


	viii. Thomas3 Massie. b. August 2, 1716 in St. Peter’s Parish, New Kent Co., 	VA3.


ix. William3 Massie. b. May 28, 1718 in St. Peter’s Parish, New Kent Co., VA3. m. November 20, 1740 in New Kent Co., VA to Martha Macon (1722-1759)6. d. June 15, 1751 in New Kent Co., VA7.


	x. Mary3 Massie. b. January 1720 in St. Peter’s Parish, New Kent Co., VA3.


	xi. John3 Massie. b. October 3, 1721 in St. Peter’s Parish, New Kent Co., VA3.





Sources:


1 - Nell Marion Nugent, Cavaliers and Pioneers, Vol. I (Baltimore: GPC, 1974), p. 547.


2 - Ibid., Vol. II (Richmond: Virginia State Library, 1977), p. 354.


3 - St. Peter’s Parish Register.


4 - St. Peter’s Parish Vestry Book.


5 - Genealogies of Virginia Families, Vol. III (Baltimore: GPC, 1982), pp. 565-570.


6 - Virginia Vital Records: ‘Massie Bible Record’ (Baltimore: GPC, 1984), pp. 704-5.


7 - ibid. ‘Tombstones in New Kent County’, pp. 362-3.


	


	The daughter of Lucretia Massie, granddaughter of Lord Ashley, married John Johnson, 1st, a descendant of William the Conqueror from Normandy.


	Penelope Massie's daughter, granddaughter of Lord Ashley, married Sir William Johnston, a Scotchman.





	This seems to me to be fairly definite evidence that John and William were not brothers. Certainly being a descendant of William the Conqueror and being a Scotchman are not mutually exclusive states of being, but I don’t think that Mr. Perdue would have phrased it this way if they were brothers.


	I believe that Lucretia Ashley probably married Robert Massie and that Penelope Ashley probably married Peter Massie based on the fact that the names in William Johnston’s family seem to be closely akin to Peter’s family and also the fact that John and Lucretia (Massie) Johnson had a son named Robert.





	These two families, with many others of the higher class in the vicinity, by the preaching of old Joseph Newby of lower part of North Carolina, became Friends and built up Camp Creek monthly meeting and meetings composing it, Carolina meeting, Douglas meeting and Park Creek meeting.  Among other worthies were Christopher Clark, the Lynches, Anthony, Douglass, Moormans, Terrills and Ballard, with many others.


	The two Johnson families soon became one in spelling the name Johnson and made up a strong part of Camp Creek Monthly Meeting held at Green Spring.


	John Johnson 2d. married Judith Ellison; John Johnson 3d. married, I think a Wadkins; John Johnson 4th, married Rhoda Moorman; John Johnson 5th, married Judith Faulkner, and these were the parents of Eli Johnson.





	Actually, in my notes taken from Hinshaw, Volume 6, I have that John Johnson II married Elizabeth Ellyson on October 6, 1725 in Henrico MM, New Kent Co., VA, rather than Judith Ellyson as Mr. Perdue states. Judith, sister of Elizabeth Ellyson, married James Ladd (1703-1770) and appears to have lived in Charles City Co., VA up to her death in 1785.





	Benjamin Johnston, son of Sir William Johnston, and Penelope's grandson married Agness, daughter of Christopher Clark.  Their son William Johnson married Susanna Johnson, daughter of Ashley Johnson, son of John Johnson first;





	This seems to match up with what I have on Ashley Johnson’s children.





	Col. Charles Lynch married Sarah, daughter of Christopher Clark, and took up land on James River, moved to and died there.  His son, John Lynch, was proprietor of Lynchburg, now a considerable city, near which Sarah Lynch sat down with her children in way of worship, which was the beginning that ever strong quarterly meeting.


	Sarah Lynch was soon joined by her nephew, William Johnson, son of Benjamin Johnson, from Louisa County, and Susan his wife, daughter of Ashley and granddaughter of John Johnson, first.  


	These devoted Friends sat down in the family meeting.  Many others followed them and built up South River Monthly Meetings (of which I was a native member) from which sprang the meetings Banister, Seneca Hill Creek, Ivy Creek, Goose Creek, and upper meetings on Goose Creek.  Very many that composed Camp Creek Monthly Meeting moved to Campbell and Bedford Counties, amongst them many Johnsons, Anthonys, Moormans, Douglasses, Ballards, Terrells, Guthries, Candlers, Davises, Bloxsoms and others.


	The last family moving direct from Louisa County to Ohio was Elijah Johnson who resided not far from Chillicoothe and sometimes before his death moved to Sugar Creek Meeting, a few miles from Wagnerville.


	John Johnson 2d., had five sons, Jesse moved to South Carolina.  He had a son who lived on a farm no in Richmond.  James, the proprietor of Leesburg, had a son, John who married a Crew and lived in the upper part of Ohio.  He had a son Benjamin, who had a son Benjamin and two sisters, Sarah Cadwalader and Mary in Richmond, all of them thee knows.  Gerrard Johnson died in Campbell Co., VA.


	John Johnson 3rd., died at Ivy Creek, Bedford Co., VA not far from Lynchburg.  James of Leesburg first married a Moorman and then Penelope Anthony, sister of Christopher late of Cincinnati.  William the brother, married Agatha Moorman.  These two brothers, and the more aged William Johnson, and their wives, all formerly from Louisa County, Va. settled and died at Fairfield, near Leesburg, Ohio, at very advanced ages.  Barclay Johnson, late of Iowa, was grandson of thy ancestor John Johnson.


	I do not understand that any of Charles Ashley's descendants became Friends, but a monthly meeting was settled then at an early date.  George Fox in writing to the Meeting, advised them to build a Meeting house between Ashley and Cooper Rivers, as he called those Rivers, and Albemarle River, and hold a yearly meeting.  It gave an instance of some three hundred miles to select a cite.  Five years after the death of George Fox, John Archdale, a worthy Friend, in England, was appointed Governor of Carolina, who introduced the first rice planted in America.  Under his administration the Colony flourished.  His influence was so great with the legislature, that laws were enacted, exempting Friends from military fines until the late Rebellion.


	The Johnson family married much into the Clark, Moorman, Wadkins, Terrell, Hargroun, Hunnicutt and many other families.


	I suppose there has been and continues to be more members of the Society of Friends descended from the Johnson family than from any other since the Society existed, not excepting the Beals family.


	Very truly thy friend,


	Gershom Perdue.





Copied by Mary Butler, Apl. 11, 1878.











	Over all, I think that Gershom Perdue’s letter possesses a high degree of accuracy and that the information given in it cannot be overlooked as mere legend without any basis of truth. I believe that he was probably right in writing that Charles, Penelope, and Lucretia were children of the Earl of Shaftesbury but I think it would be best to try to find independent and contemporary correlations with that statement before we accept it as fact.


	I think it likely that John Johnson was in fact a son of Edward Johnson of New Kent Co., VA and from him probably descended in some fashion from the Johnstons of Caskieben. It may be that William is from a more senior branch of the Caskieben family than John and may have came over more recently, say about 1695-1700.


	If anyone has any comments or questions regarding my commentary on the letter please e-mail me at kwill@ionet.net. I would be very interested in anything you might have on this subject.





						Until Then I Remain,


							Your Humble Servant,


								Kelsey J. Williams











